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KU4DSCFNG208: INTRODUCTION TO LINGUISTICS  

Semester Course Type Course Level Course Code Credits Total Hours 

4 DSC 200 - 299 KU4DSCFNG208 4 4 
   

Learning Approach (Hours/ Week) Marks Distribution 
Duration of 

ESE (Hours) Lecture Practical/ 
Internship Tutorial CE ESE Total 

4   0  0  30  70 100  2  

 
Course Description:  The course is designed to introduce students to the fundamental concepts 

and principles of linguistics, the scientific study of language. Students will explore how 

languages are structured , how they function, and how they vary and change over time. 

Course Prerequisite: NIL 

Course Outcomes:  

CO No. Expected Outcome Learning 
Domains 

1 Understand the core concepts and terminology used in linguistic 
analysis. U 

2 Develop critical thinking skills to analyse language structure and 
usage. A 

3 Analyse the building blocks of language An 

4 Analyse meanings and language variations. An 

5 Evaluate linguistic theories E 

*Remember (R), Understand (U), Apply (A), Analyse (An), Evaluate (E), Create (C) 

Mapping of Course Outcomes to PSOs 

 PSO 1 PSO 2 PSO 3 PSO 4 PSO 5 PSO 6 PSO 7 

CO 1  ✔️      

CO 2   ✔️     

CO 3 ✔️ ✔️      

CO 4    ✔️ ✔️   
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CO 5      ✔️ ✔️ 

 

COURSE CONTENTS  

Contents for Classroom Transaction: 

MODULE UNIT DESCRIPTION HOURS 

MODULE I 

LANGUAGE: 

NATURE AND 

STRUCTURE 

 

Unit 1 -  Introduction 

a) Definition, Scope, Importance and brief History of 
Linguistics 

5 
b) Major branches of Linguistics 

c) Language as a system of communication 

d) Human and Animal Communication – Key 
Features of Human Language 

Unit 2 - Theories of Language Origin 

a) Pooh – Pooh theory, Bow – Wow theory 

5 b) Ding Dong theory, Gesture theory 

c) Yo – He – Ho theory 

Unit 3 - Language Varieties 

5 
a) Dialects, Register, Pidgin, Creole 

b) Bilingualism, Multilingualism 

c) Diglossia, Code switching, Code mixing 

MODULE II: 

LEVELS OF 

LINGUISTIC 

ANALYSIS 

 

 

Unit 1 - Phonology 

a) Phonetics, Phonology 

8 
b) Phonemes, Minimal pair, Allophone, Free variation, 

Distribution 

c) Linking ‘r’, Intrusive ‘r’ 

d) Assimilation, Elision, Juncture 

Unit 2 - Morphology 

a) Morphemes, Allomorphs and Classification of 
morphemes 

7 
b) Stem, Stem formatives 
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c) Prefix, Suffix, Infix 

d) Derivational and Inflectional Affixes 

MODULE III : 

WORD 

FORMATION 

TECHNIQUES 

Unit 1  

a) Affixation, Conversion 

3 b) Compounding, Reduplication 

c) Blending, Clipping, Borrowing 

Unit 2 

a) Echoism, Back Formation 

3 b) Coinage, Eponym 

c) Acronymy, Abbreviation 

MODULE IV : 

SYNTAX, 

SEMANTICS AND 

DISCOURSE 

 

Unit 1  

a) Phrases, Clauses 

6 
b) Phrase Structure Grammar 

c) Transformational Generative Grammar 

d) Traditional Grammar Approaches 

Unit 2  

a) Bloomfield: IC Analysis 

6 b) Saussure ‘s contribution to structural linguistics  

c) Discourse analysis: Cohesion, Coherence 

Unit 3 - Semantics 

a) Various aspects of meaning: Formal, Lexical, 
Conceptual, Social, Thematic, Grammatical 

6 
b) Sentence and Utterance Meaning, Sense and 

Reference 

c) Connotation, Denotation, Ambiguity 

d) Introduction to Pragmatics – Speech Acts, 
Implicature, Context  

MODULE V 

Teacher Specific Module 6 

Directions: 
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●​ Encourage open discussions about language variation, language 
change, and the influence of language on culture. 

●​ Discuss the role of linguistics in language acquisition, language 
preservation, and artificial intelligence. 

●​ Supplement lectures with multimedia resources like documentaries 
on endangered languages, language evolution timelines, or 
interactive language learning apps. 

●​ Encourage students to explore online language analysis tools and 
databases. 

 

Essential Readings: 

1.​ Bloomfield, Leonard. An Introduction to the Study of Language. John Benjamins 
Publishing, 1983. 

2.​ Chomsky, Noam. Aspects of the Theory of Syntax. MIT Press, 1965. 

3.​ Crystal, David. Linguistics. Penguin,1998. 

4.​ Fromkin, Victoria, et al. An Introduction to Language. Cengage Learning Australia, 2021. 

5.​ Gimson, A.C. and Edward Arnold. An Introduction to the Pronunciation of English. 
London:1980. 

6.​ Hall, Christopher J. An Introduction to Language and Linguistics. Viva Continuum Edition, 
2008. 

7.​ Lyon, John. Language and Linguistics: An Introduction. CUP, 1999. 

8.​ Matthews, P. H. “Bloomfield’s Morphology and Its Successors.” Grammatical Theory in 
the United States: From Bloomfield to Chomsky. CUP, 1993.  

9.​ Meyer, Charles F. Introducing English Linguistics. CUP, 2009. 

10.​Plag, Ingo, et al. Introduction to English Linguistics. De Gruyter Mouton, 2009. 

11.​Saussure, Ferdinand de. Course in General Linguistics. Edited by Charles Bally and Albert 
Sechehaye. Translated by Wade Baskin, McGraw-Hill, 1966. 

12.​Syal, Pushpinder, & D V Jindal. An Introduction to Linguistics: Language, Grammar and 
Semantics (Eastern Economy Edition) PHI, 2007. 

13.​Verma, S K & N Krishna Swamy. Modern Linguistics: An Introduction. OUP, 1998.  

14.​Yule, George. The Study of Language. CUP, 1995. 
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Assessment Rubrics: 
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Evaluation Type Marks 

End Semester Evaluation (ESE) 70 

Continuous Evaluation   (CE) 30 

a)  Test Paper - 1 5 

b)  Test Paper - 2 5 

c)  Assignment 10 

d)  Seminar/Presentation 10 

Total (ESE + CE) 100 


	 
	Course Description:  Studying Media brings communication, culture, and technology together. With a focus on critical analysis and creative expression, students learn to understand the impact of media on social norms, values, and behaviour. 
	COURSE CONTENTS  

	 
	Course Description:  This course explores the role of sports in shaping cultural identity and storytelling. Students will engage with a variety of narratives—from poems and biographies to journalism and film—that portray athletes, competitions, and the emotional terrain of sporting life.. 
	COURSE CONTENTS  

	 
	Course Description:  The course is designed to equip learners with the tools to navigate everyday communication effectively, focusing on fluency, accuracy, and cultural awareness. 
	COURSE CONTENTS  

	 
	Course Description:  The course is designed to develop critical reading and analytical skills by exploring how language shapes meaning and creates literary effects in various genres of literature. 
	COURSE CONTENTS  

	 
	Course Description:  The course strengthens learners' grasp of English grammar, promoting clear, concise, and effective communication in writing and speaking. 
	COURSE CONTENTS  

	 
	Course Description:  The course introduces the learners to various professional skills and values required in the current job market. 
	COURSE CONTENTS  

	 
	Course Description:  This course explores the genre of science fiction, examining its depiction of futuristic technologies, societies, and imagined encounters with extraterrestrial intelligence.  Scientific advancements and philosophical inquiries are analysed within the context of fictional narratives, encouraging critical thinking about the potential impact of science and technology on humanity's future.  Emphasis is placed on identifying recurring themes, literary devices, and the evolving nature of science fiction as a genre 
	COURSE CONTENTS  

	 
	Course Description: The course offers a culinary exploration blending it with the social, cultural, political, and economic factors that determine and have an impact on human lives. The texts prescribed address food as a signifier of social and economic realities, caste and gender identities.   
	To evaluate how social, cultural, political, and economic institutions play a role in shaping dietary practices and restrictions especially with regard to the food culture in India 
	 
	COURSE CONTENTS  

	“Click Plate: How Instagram is Changing the Way We Eat” : Ruby Tandoh  
	 
	Course Description:  This course helps students to gain valuable analytical skills about the films they watch and write film reviews to develop a deeper appreciation for the art of filmmaking. 
	COURSE CONTENTS  

	 
	Course Description:  The course is designed to instruct students in the linguistic style and writing conventions specific to digital media and also to equip students with the skills necessary to pursue employment opportunities as content creators, either on personal platforms or within professional business environments 
	COURSE CONTENTS  

	 
	Course Description:  This course offers an introduction to phonetics, the systematic study of human speech production. 
	Course Prerequisite: NIL 
	COURSE CONTENTS  

	 
	Course Description: This course offers a comprehensive introduction to the principles and practices of advertising and marketing, exploring their historical evolution, core functions, and impact on brand building. It emphasizes creative processes, consumer psychology, and the strategic use of various media platforms, including print, digital, and broadcast. Students will also develop practical skills in scripting and designing advertisements while critically analyzing the language and stylistics of advertising communication. 
	COURSE CONTENTS  

	 
	Course Description:  This course offers an interdisciplinary introduction to Gender Studies, exploring gender as a social and cultural construct shaped by institutions such as education, law, media, and literature. Through critical readings, visual narratives, and experiential activities, students will examine gender roles, equity, and resistance across diverse contexts. The course fosters awareness, analytical skills, and empathy, equipping learners to engage thoughtfully with issues of identity, power, and representation. 
	 
	COURSE CONTENTS  

	Course Description:  The course explores social equity through multiple genres—essays, poetry, fiction, and visual media—highlighting issues such as caste, gender, race, class, and disability. 
	COURSE CONTENTS  

	 
	Course Description: The course provides a comprehensive overview of the history, genre, and theories of cinema helping the learners to develop critical skills to analyse and appreciate the medium.  
	COURSE CONTENTS  

	 
	Course Description:  The course is designed to cultivate an appreciation for poetry by equipping the students with the skills to analyse its form, language, context and deeper meaning. 
	COURSE CONTENTS  

	 
	Course Description:  The course will introduce the students to the immortal themes of literature viz. love and friendship. Exploring these themes through narratives across age, space, and genres would help the students understand the heterogeneity, complexity and contradictions involved in these themes. 
	Engage in thoughtful discussions and collaborative group activities to interpret diverse narratives of love and friendship 
	COURSE CONTENTS  

	 
	Course Description:  This course delves into the core concepts of mass communication. Through critical analysis of communication models and theories, students will gain a comprehensive understanding of how media shapes our world and how messages are created and consumed. Interactive activities, discussions, and projects will equip students with the skills to navigate the complex media landscape and become informed citizens in the digital era. 
	COURSE CONTENTS  

	 
	Course Description:  This comprehensive course explores humour across literature, film, and graphic novels. Students will delve into the theory behind comedic techniques like satire, parody, and absurdist humour. Analysing diverse texts – from classic short stories to contemporary Indian graphic novels – the course examines the evolution of Indian comics and the use of humour in films like silent classics and modern comedies. This exploration reveals how humour reflects and shapes culture and society 
	COURSE CONTENTS  

	 
	Course Description:  This course explores the intersections of environment, ecology, and power through scientific, cultural, and political lenses. It introduces students to key ecological concepts, political ecology frameworks, and critical environmental theories such as ecofeminism, environmental justice, and ecocriticism. 
	COURSE CONTENTS  

	 
	Course Description:  This course critically explores caste as a cultural, social, and historical construct in the Indian context through literature, cinema, scholarly writings, and digital media. It equips students with analytical tools to examine the intersectionality of caste with class, gender, and language, and encourages reflective engagement with resistance narratives and representational politics. 
	COURSE CONTENTS  

	 
	Course Description:  This course explores the relationship between humans and the environment through literary texts, speeches, and multimedia resources, highlighting themes such as ecology, climate crisis, environmental justice, and urban waste. By engaging with diverse voices and genres, students will critically examine environmental challenges and envision sustainable futures. 
	COURSE CONTENTS  

	 
	Course Description:  This course explores fundamental ethical values through literature, essays, and multimedia texts that prompt reflection on personal and social responsibility. Students will engage with diverse perspectives to critically examine moral choices, empathy, integrity, and ethical decision-making in everyday life. 
	COURSE CONTENTS  

	 
	Course Description:  This course is designed to enhance students' proficiency in spoken English. It focuses on the development of fluency, accuracy, and confidence in speaking English. The course covers pronunciation, intonation, stress patterns, conversational skills, and public speaking. 
	COURSE CONTENTS  

	 
	Course Description:  "Reading Drama" delves into the intricacies of dramatic literature, fostering a deeper understanding of character portrayal, plot development, and theatrical elements through close analysis of renowned plays. This course equips students with the critical tools necessary to dissect dramatic intent, appreciate the power of performance, and cultivate a lasting appreciation for the artistry and emotional resonance of drama. 
	COURSE CONTENTS  

	 
	Course Description:  "Reading Fiction" embarks on a captivating exploration of narrative prose. Through close analysis of diverse literary works, students will gain a refined understanding of plot structure, character development, and thematic elements. This course cultivates critical thinking skills for interpreting fiction's deeper meanings and fosters a lifelong love for the power and artistry of storytelling. 
	COURSE CONTENTS  

	 
	Course Description:  The course is designed to introduce students to the fundamental concepts and principles of linguistics, the scientific study of language. Students will explore how languages are structured , how they function, and how they vary and change over time. 
	COURSE CONTENTS  

	 
	Course Description:  The course will involve a detailed study of a few texts and their corresponding adaptations to screen productions. It aims at an evaluation of what each art form allows and what it restricts or rejects, for a better understanding of form per se, and of these two forms in particular. 
	To enable a better understanding of form per se, and of these two forms in particular. 
	COURSE CONTENTS  

	 
	Course Description:  This course is designed to enhance students' academic reading and writing skills. It focuses on critical reading strategies, academic writing conventions, essay writing, research skills, and integrating sources effectively. The course prepares students for the rigours of college-level reading and writing tasks. 
	COURSE CONTENTS  

	 
	Course Description:  This course aims to enhance students' proficiency in English  communication, focusing on developing skills in listening, speaking, reading, and writing.  It covers various aspects of communication in English, including grammar, vocabulary,  pronunciation, and conversational skills. 
	COURSE CONTENTS  

	 
	Course Description:  This course delves into the historical development of this unique body of literature, examining its colonial roots and its flourishing contemporary scene. The course is designed to provide a comprehensive understanding of the cultural, political and social dimensions reflected in Indian English Literature. 
	COURSE CONTENTS  

	 
	Course Description:  This course explores the evolution of British literature from Geoffrey Chaucer's Middle English masterpieces to the reason and order of the Neoclassical Age, examining major authors and genres within their historical and cultural contexts. Through close reading, discussion, and critical analysis, students will gain a comprehensive understanding of this foundational period in English literature. 
	COURSE CONTENTS  

	 
	Course Description:  This interdisciplinary course explores the social construction of gender, sex, and sexuality. Through critical analysis of gender theories and diverse cultural representations, students will gain a nuanced understanding of how gender shapes individual experiences and societal structures. 
	COURSE CONTENTS  

	 
	Course Description:  This course offers a comprehensive exploration of major theoretical frameworks that illuminate the meaning and significance of texts. Students will engage with diverse critical perspectives, from classical mimesis to contemporary postcolonialism, fostering a nuanced understanding of literature's relationship to culture, history, and society. 
	COURSE CONTENTS  

	 
	Course Description:  This course delves into the fascinating history of the English language, tracing its development from its earliest roots to its contemporary global presence.  Students will embark on a chronological journey, examining the linguistic transformations that shaped English across various historical periods. 
	COURSE CONTENTS  

	 
	Course Description:  This course explores the genre of historical fiction, examining how literature reconstructs and reimagines the past through various forms such as novels, plays, poems, memoirs, and graphic narratives. It introduces students to key historical events, theoretical debates, and literary techniques that shape the interplay between history and fiction. 
	COURSE CONTENTS  

	 
	Course Description:  This course is designed to introduce and familiarise students with the genre of Crime and Detective Fiction from its origins in the 19th century to the present day. The  course encourages students to  understand and appreciate detective fiction in terms of their character depiction, historical context, social significance, popularity and legal concerns. 
	COURSE CONTENTS  

	 
	Course Description:  This course is designed to develop students' foundational skills in critical thinking, academic writing, and research. Through modules on argumentation, grammar, essay structure, and research methodology, it equips learners to read, write, and think analytically across academic and real-world contexts. 
	COURSE CONTENTS  

	 
	Course Description:  This course explores the evolution of British literature from the romantic period to the twenty-first century, examining major authors and genres within their historical and cultural contexts. Through close reading, discussion, and critical analysis, students will gain a comprehensive understanding of this foundational period in English literature. 
	COURSE CONTENTS  

	 
	Course Description:  This course introduces key literary theories ranging from Structuralism and Poststructuralism to Marxist, Psychoanalytic, Feminist, Postcolonial, and Cultural Criticism, enabling students to critically engage with texts through diverse interpretive lenses. Through foundational readings and contemporary applications, students will develop analytical skills to explore how literature reflects, constructs, and challenges social, cultural, and ideological frameworks 
	COURSE CONTENTS  

	 
	Course Description:  "Literature and Ecology" explores the interplay between literary representations of the natural world and scientific ecological concepts. The course equips students with critical analysis skills to examine how literature reflects and shapes our understanding of the environment, fostering a deeper appreciation for both ecological principles and literary expression 
	COURSE CONTENTS  

	 
	Course Description:  This course offers a comprehensive introduction to the field of Translation Studies, exploring its theoretical foundations, historical development, and practical applications. Students will develop a critical understanding of translation processes, challenges, and ethical considerations. 
	COURSE CONTENTS  

	 
	Course Description:  This course offers a comprehensive overview of English Language Teaching (ELT) in India, covering its historical development, key theories, methods, and classroom applications. It equips students with practical skills in teaching language and literature, designing instructional materials, and evaluating language proficiency, with a focus on contextual challenges in Indian classrooms. 
	COURSE CONTENTS  

	 
	Course Description: This course introduces students to the principles and practices of content writing across diverse platforms, including blogs, websites, social media, and business communications. Emphasizing both creativity and strategy, it equips learners with the skills to research, create, structure, and optimize digital content for various audiences and professional contexts. 
	COURSE CONTENTS  

	 
	Course Description:  This course provides a comprehensive introduction to the principles, theories, and practices of mass communication, exploring the evolution of media, its societal impact, and the ethical challenges it faces. Students will develop critical skills in media analysis, content creation, and understanding the dynamics of traditional and new media landscapes. 
	COURSE CONTENTS  
	Gatekeeping and News Values 
	Intellectual Property and Copyright 
	Online Streaming Platforms and Content Creation 
	Tabloid Journalism and Newspaper Organization 


	 
	Course Description:  This course provides a foundational understanding of research principles, methodologies, and academic writing practices across disciplines. Emphasizing research ethics, plagiarism awareness, and diverse data collection methods, the course equips students to independently plan, conduct, and present scholarly research with academic rigor and integrity. 
	COURSE CONTENTS  

	 
	Course Description:  This course introduces students to New Literatures through the lens of postcolonial theory, examining how formerly colonized cultures have responded to and resisted imperial dominance. It offers a critical exploration of literary texts from diverse regions, alongside key theoretical concepts such as hybridity, diaspora, cultural imperialism, and decolonization. 
	COURSE CONTENTS  

	 
	Course Description:  The course explores travel narratives, examining how writers convey experiences and cultural encounters. Students will analyse various travel texts, reflecting on themes of exploration, identity and the relationship between traveller and place. 
	COURSE CONTENTS  

	 
	Course Description: This course introduces students to the key concepts, thinkers, and debates in Cultural Studies, exploring how culture shapes and is shaped by power, identity, and everyday practices. Through theoretical texts and contemporary examples, students will critically examine issues like race, gender, popular culture, technology, and globalization. 
	COURSE CONTENTS  

	 
	Course Description:  This course offers a panoramic view of modern Indian literatures through representative works from various regions and languages in translation. It explores the interplay between literature and socio-political realities, foregrounding marginal voices, cultural identities, and regional specificities in post-independence India. 
	COURSE CONTENTS  

	 
	Course Description:  This course, "Introduction to Visual Culture," is designed for undergraduate students to explore the multifaceted world of visual culture, encompassing diverse forms of visual media, art, and everyday imagery. By examining the interplay between visuality and society, students will gain a comprehensive understanding of how images influence and reflect cultural, social, and political contexts. 
	COURSE CONTENTS  

	 
	Course Description:  This course will provide students an orientation on the issues, debates, and theoretical  underpinnings of the field of Border Studies. It will spark awareness on the process of border  formation, existence of cultural, social and historical borders, practices of border-crossings, and  impacts of borders in the lives of people . Select literature from diverse cultures is selected to  make an in-depth analysis of the political and philosophical concerns associated with  borderlands, displacement, migration and refugee lives. 
	COURSE CONTENTS  

	 
	Course Description:  This course offers an interdisciplinary introduction to the fields of Theatre and Performance Studies, exploring their historical evolution, aesthetic movements, and theoretical frameworks. Students will examine a range of global and Indian performance traditions, engage with key thinkers, and critically analyze performed texts through both scholarly and experiential approaches. The course encourages active viewing, reflective writing, and creative participation to understand performance as both cultural expression and critical practice. 
	COURSE CONTENTS  

	 
	Course Description:  The course is designed to introduce learners to the sub-genre of science fiction narratives through both texts and movies, to help them understand the distinct features of the genre, its social, cultural, and political contexts, and compare it with other literary genres. 
	COURSE CONTENTS  

	 
	Course Description: The course provides an opportunity to the students to understand the contemporary nature of humanities studies. The course focuses on three new paradigms of humanities: Digital, Medical and Environment. 
	COURSE CONTENTS  

	 
	Course Description:  The paper encapsulates the untold tales of a community of people who are excluded, overlooked or silenced within a society or literary canon. Literary reflections of these people (Dalits, Blacks, Disabled, women and sexual minorities etc.) are a testimony to the resilience of these people against discrimination, deprivation, violence and oppression. The course promotes a comprehensive outlook on the social, cultural, political and economic concerns behind marginality. 
	COURSE CONTENTS  

	 
	Course Description:  The course is designed to explore the genre of life writing, focusing on autobiographical and biographical narratives. Students will analyse various forms, such as memoirs, diaries and letters to understand how personal experiences are crafted into literary experiences. 
	COURSE CONTENTS  


